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North East Inheritance Project

Conservation

Cataloguing and repackaging
— Process

— Outputs and Outcomes

— Progress

Some documentary examples
Other similar UK probate projects



Conservation



Conservation

e Surface cleaning, washing, de-acidifying
documents, and resizing

* Repairing with Japanese paper and wheat
starch paste

 Repackaging in non-acidic materials
(boxes, folders, inert polyester)

« Creation of digital image archival

surrogates — so documents will receive
significantly less wear and tear in future



Conservation of the most
fragile documents, and
improving the packaging
for long-term storage, is a
key part of the North East
Inheritance project.




An old archival storage box of bonds before cataloguing, re-boxing
and repackaging has begun...



...and afterwards.




Cataloguing



Cataloguing Process

2Y4 full-time archivists: 10 volunteers
drawn from a 20 mile radius of Durham

~90,000 persons; ~150,000 documents
(1527-1858); 3 years — to complete In
early 20009.

Using ModesXML software to construct
catalogue records conformant with EAD
(Encoded Archival Description)



What information do we record?

* name

o pre-title + title

* epithet Search Fields
« place of residence

e Occupation — Name

e status — Place of residence
e marital status — Occupation

e other descriptor — Date of probate
 date of probate — Keywords

e date of death
e date of each document
e estate value
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NEI volunteer cataloguers at work in ‘the

dungeon’ at Palace Green Library.
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Geographical spreadof NEI project volunteers, populating a satellite
photograph roughly corresponding to the extent of the old Durham diocese.
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and is recorded as variant.



Hedley’s inventory total of
£3 18s 10d will also be
entered in the catalogue.




MrModesxML - [Application: North East Inheritance. File: 1740s probate data]
#i File Edit Select Navigate Wiew Grid Oufput Window Options Help
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Index Identity - Key 1742 Ritzon.5
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Gid | HTML| ML | POF | Mulimedia | Tewt  Editor |
Options i

e|v|sTrRucTURE.  |DATA ; ; : '
e - Cataloguing is done using MODESXML,
I i nmdﬁ . conformant with the XML archival metadata
il ‘unitdate  dateof probate 3.7.1742 standard EAD (Encoded Archival Description).

~bioghist
: mel Decgased;
| Fpersname surmpme |Ritson forename John other
| | -persname or or
-address )

: I—:address Hamste ounty of D The tOp Component (C) IS
L ~geognam courfiy UK the PERSON record parish Hamsterley
L -occupatic occpation ) ’ marital status
[ -date datedof death
. o lustrated with a face in profile
- @ Fprocessinfo
. Lp Sengrated from catalogue record for 1742&Ritzon&S ) DPRINAT42/RE/1 by output spec spltrecs.lat, v1.0

@
] @
B - did N
. -unitid DPRI A T42/R9N
- “unitdate date pf document 9.1.1738
. FScopeconter
I _pl_

enrefc doc thpe will 5 o 0n0
O Lo >_ Nested inside each Person record, are additional
||® poeesme. (1 _.._components for each DOCUMENT — a Will in this case.
o erspnal details stripped fron. o e Ly i Cp e s Gty

: @ tpersnarr SYSTEM
| date date pdited 13.10.2006
] P

@ persnan FPG
] tda.l;e/d’ééinout 23.5.2006
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B “unitdate dpte of document 9.1.1738
: rscopeconter
P
: |-genref-: dbc type will specific type date
P
e “processinfo DOCUMENT record 1 (Will).
p FPe#fzonal details stripped from aocument record oy OUTPUL Spec SpITrecs. ar, v i .U
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: date dpte edited 13.10.2006
P
e tpersnarr FFG
B date  dbte input 8.5.2006
: “hote
@ B
o -did\
] - Lnitid OFRIAAT42/IRS2
B -unitdate dpte of document
B -physdesc cdndition material parchment
: Fscopeconter
= _pL
enrefc do e wrapper late
B P ° Wl A=l z[:rjsed with (it DOCU M ENT record 2 (Wrapper) ndler vicar general of Durham, relating to the
efcommunication of ... the wife of Joseph Carr for non-payment of the costs of Ann Rogerson of Wapham in Houghton le Spring
: c] -processinfo
P
e tpersnarr FfG
B date  dhte input 8.5.2008
: note
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-
Gid | HTML XML |PDF | Mutimedia | Test | Editor |

Stylesheet Raw XML - | &

<IDOCTYPE © (Wew Source for full doctype... )=
- =<t level="file"=
- =did=
Zunitid=1742.Ritson. 5= unitid=
- «<unitdate era="ce" calendar="gregorian"=

<emph altrender="date of probate">3.7.1742</emph=

<funitdate=
</didz=
- =hioghist=
- =p=

Deceased:
<persnameas
<emph altrender="surname"=Ritson</emph>
<emph altrender="forename"=John=/emph=
<emph altrender="other" /=
=/persnamez
<persname role="wariant spellings"=
<emph altrender="surname" />
<emph altrender="surname" /=
< /persnamex
<address>
<addresslinezHamsterly in the county of Durham</addresslines
<faddresss
<geognarmas
<emph altrender="country"=UK</emph=
<emph altrender="county">=GCounty Durham</emph:=
<emph altrender="parish">Hamsterley</emph=
</geognamez
soccupationz
<emph altrender="occupation" />
<emph altrender="status"=yeoman</emph>
<emph altrender="marital status" />
=/occupations=
=date era="ce" calendar="gregorian"=
<emph altrender="date of death" />
</date=

=/ p=
=p=Illustrated with a face in profile</p>

And this is the raw XML code
behind the MODESXML
editing interface, and which
will be used to generate the
HTML catalogue records
viewed online.



Encoded Archival Description

Non-proprietary encoding standard

For information about archives (extensive,
Interrelated, hierarchical, ISAD)

Networked access to catalogue

Supports interoperability and data sharing
A data structure (DTD) using defined XML
tags

Converted to HTML for online output




/= http:/ /www.aZa.org.uksearch/documentxsl.asp?stylesheet =xslA2A_doc.xsl&i=148com=18&nbKey =2&keyw - Windows Interne

File Edit Miew Fauveeites  Tonle  Heln

e
@.\: il WWW.aza.0rg -UK txsl.asp?stylesheet=xsl'l,.ﬁ.2.ﬁ._duc.xsl&j=14&J:|:|m=1&nl:uKey=28&<ﬂywurd=diucese&prfj il X IGnc-gIe
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a2a.org.uk is an example of an online catalogue uniting
many English and Welsh archival collections using EAD
Archival History and XML.: in this case some Salisbury probate records.

Practically all the wills proved in the Salisbury ecclesiastical courts, together with their related documents, were
moved in 1857 to Somerset House in London or to the district probate registry in Winchester. They were
eventually transferred to the Wiltshire Record Office but are therefore not found among the diocesan records. All
that remain are some administrative and court papers.

Reference: D/1/63/1
Creation dates: 1843-1845

Scope and Content

Visitation minute book, containing notes and accounts of probate business.

Reference: D/1/63/2
Creation dates: 1845-1847

Scope and Content




Tﬁ Collection Level Description: Durham Probate Records - Mozilla

. File Edit Wew Go  Bookmarks Tools  ‘Window Help

al OQ o @ O ‘ WWW. arCh |VeSh u b . aC u k =DI5T-%3-ead-durhamBbool=AMNDEnumreg=12feldoor ] [‘:‘& Search ] C:::_go

ik ﬁ Horne EBnkaarks % EBC MEW 2 -~ USRS AL IS o DUREH TS, 0 Welcome ta D, % KE‘:.-'S ko the Pa... % GENLIET: LIk & ... % GENUKI: Place...

=18 %]

»

=l fm EEC - Radio 2 Bab ... T ik GENUKT: Places in M. .. ]f % Oxford English Dicki. .. T % Search the Durham ... ]’T\i} Bob Hattis

T T Collection Level Des. .. ][ .'= .ﬁ.rchjxteGrid----Open.'..] G

archives

UB Table of Contents

Collection Level Description: Durham Frobate
Fecords

Ciurham Probate Records pre- 1858
Durham Probate Registers, 1858-1940

Relying on the same international
data interoperability standards,
the Archives Hub is a gateway to
collection-level descriptions of
archives in UK universities and
colleges: in this case the Durham
diocesan pre-1858 probate
records held in Durham University
Library Archives and Special
Collections — which records are

Reference and contact details: GB 33 DFREM

Durham Probate Records pre-1858

Dates of Creation: ca. 1526/7-1858
Extent 246 metres
Name of Creator Durham Diocesan Registrar

Scope and Content

Records of the pre- 1858 probate jurisdiction administered through the consistory
court of the Church of England diocese of Durham, together with pre-1858 probate
records relating to ecclesiastical peculiars associated with the diocese and the
Dean and Chapter of Durham (for details of the extent etc. of the diocese and
peculiars see under Administrative etc. histong).

The chief groups of records in the collection are as noted below. Surviving material
from the Bishop of Durham's Allertonshire peculiar up to 1846 (see under
Administrative etc. history) is kept in the main senes of probate material for the
diocese of Durham described in groups DFRE I11-5 and 7-8 below, whereas material
for the Dean and Chapter of Durham's Allerton and Allertonshire peculiar forms a

re

[

separate sequence (DPR G below, with an index in DFER 717 hd
Erowse Indexes _ — h hi L
Frint Description ! cnesnire | 2 =

1 Advanced Search
g |+

being digitised by the NEI project. .. | wiecbo.. |[Fcotec.. @it | &tiros...| 8loow.. | @ema.| T80 0 M 1640




B ArchiveGrid Search: probate suffolk - Mozilla |5
. File Edit Wiew Go Bookmarks Tools  window  Help

Q, QO © @ www.archivegrid.org = | (G search | Q‘gaﬁ

| B Home | EdBookmarks 5 BBC NEWS T Google % Multimap 5 Old Maps % Durham Proba... % Welcome boD.., Sy KeystothePa... 5 GEMUKL UK ... S GEMUKI: Place...
.{I E:= Archivesrid Search: probate suffalk ]

ARCHIVEGRID" .« Open the door to history

‘Search . Collections matching probate suffoik 1-3o0f58
[probate suffolk m Suffolk County {Massachusetts) probate court records, 1650-1850 {inclusive), [microform]

b assachusetts. Probate Court (Suffalk Co.)
The records consist of the probate court recaord books for Suffolk County, Massachusetts:

Wills collection, 1679-1964. Suffolk County Historical Society.
Originals and copies of wills, probate papers, clippings, abstracts, passports, and imventories.
ArchiveGrd is an
important destination for

searching through Wills and inventories of estates, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, 1628-1852.

historical records, Consists of wills and estate inventories for Suffolk County, Ma.
personal papers, and

family histaries held in
archives around the = — -
world. See detailed descriptions of these and other related collections

Thousands of libraries,
museums, and archives
have contributed nearly
a million collection
descriptions to
ArchiveGrid,

Subscribe

Faculty, researchers and students at academic institutions may have access to ArchiveGrid
through a subscription provided by their institution. Consult your academic library to find out if
ywour institution is an ArchiveGrid subscriber,

ArchiveiGrid subscription ordering information is available,

Researchers searching
archiveGrid can learn
about the many items in

each of these And this is an example of an international archival
collections, contact . .
archives ta arrange a catalogue resource, run by the Online Computer Libran

visit to examme

nE=zanY Centre (OCLC) in this case the probate records of

~. £ _ 1l _ ~ _ . . _ 1 Ay | E L




The NEI Catalogue

e Qutputs

— Catalogue: searchable under Name, Place,
Occupation, Date and Keywords

— Images of every probate document (GSU)
— NEI presentations, articles, website

 Research outcomes for:
— family & local historians
— academic historians
— schools



The NEI Catalogue

Avallable from 2009
GSU
images \

North East Inheritance
website

familyrecords.dur.ac.uk/nei

and from 2009

y www.familysearch.org
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The completed catalogue will immediately enable statistical analyses such as
these, accomplishing in minutes what used to take months, and with no
additional wear and tear to the original documents.

DPR Inventories
%
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This is a bar chart indicating the declining number of inventories filed as a
percentage of the number of wills filed in the DPRI probate collection at Durham
University Library; the trend is much the same in diocesan probate collections
throughout England and Wales.



Shipping and Coal Industries in the NE
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A Key Stage 2 module
on Tudor period
inventories (part of the
Durham diocesan
probate records series),

Rich and Poor in
Tudor Times

What can inventories tell us?

Home Links  Worksheet
Home = Wwhat can inventories tell us? Created as part Of the
What can inventories tell us? 4schools Durham
Introduction University Library’s

Take a look at the people in the street or people appearing on the television or in the education zone.

newspapers and magazines. Would you be able to say whether they were rich or poor or

somewhere inbetween? The answer is probably yes. How can yaou tell? well, you could m WAWW.AUTr.ac.uk/4schools/
a guess by looking at their clothes, the type of car that they drive, the kind of house that -—
they live in, the job that they do, even what kind of mobile phone they use. ¥ou might not '
be able to say exactly how much money they have but you would, for example, be able to
tell that the Beckhams are richer than the members of McFly.

So how can you tell who was rich and poor in Tudor times? It's more difficult but ywou can
ook at the same kind of things. You can find out about people's clothes by looking at
paintings from the period. Some paintings can also tell you about people's wark, the houses
that they lived in and how they entertained themselves. And there are still some Tudor
houses such as Bolling Hall, Bradford and Palmer's Farm, Stratford-upon-Awvon {formerly
known as Mary Arden's house) which you can wisit, Another thing you can use are historical ' £
records such as inventories. —




Cataloguing Progress

e 90,000 persons, or 150,000 documents In
3 years (2006-2008)

o 3-pronged effort: pre-1750 wills series
(archivist 1); post-1750 wills series
(archivist 2); all bonds series (volunteers)

Conservation Progress

 bonds completed
e 1620-1649 wills currently being conserved



Original wills and inventories proved by the bishop of Durham, 1751-1857

Original wills and inventories proved by the bishop of Durham, 1660-1750

@ 8| B

Original wills and inventories proved by the bishop of Durham, 1527-1650

Original wills and inventories proved by the dean and chapter, 1666-1845
Original probate bonds, 1791-Jan 1858

Original probate bonds, 1695-1790

Original probate bonds, 1565-1694

B

Original probate bonds and inventories proved by the dean and chapter, 1670-1808

Registered copies of wills, 1550s5-1740s

Registered copies of wills, 1720s-Jan 1858

B

Conservation of most fragile wills and bonds ({too damaged to produce or copy)

Conservation of additional fragile items

Planned completion date: summer 2009.

Key

nprogress Project milestones (Jan 2008)

M completed



Some examples of probate
documents and the stories they
can tell...
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| Children were
- expected to

~ make suitable

marriages.
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From the end of the will of Henry Bainbridge of Witton Gilbert,
County Durham, gentleman, dated 10 July 1772



Controlling your son’s marriage from beyond the grave...
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From the will of John Grieveson of Silver Street in Durham, coopetr,
made 19 February 1811
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To promote the interests of science...
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Will of Peter Bowlby of Old Elvet, Durham, gentleman,
dated 7 July 1825
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Will of Gerard Selby of Holy Island, dated
20 November 1738. Selby died at
Barcelona, instructing his ship’s crew to
continue the voyage’s commercial
purpose, and then return home.
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A very modern butcher.
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Will of Peter Trumble (Trumbel) of Gateshead, butcher, from 1689.

Trumble’s (wood-block) stamp appears on a 1678 will he witnessed, also in the
DPRI series.



And the inexplicable....

The morning after
the night before?

The marginal note
reads: ‘Eat 9
apple Dumplins to
his Supper’
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